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Chapter - IV 
 

Restoration of Human Spirit in   
 

Amitav Ghosh is probably the most scholarly practitioner in the genre of 

Hungry Tide is the work, written at the peak of his 

prowess. Ghosh himself declares that he never took much effort to write a novel 

except The Hungry Tide. He says that it took him four years of pretty continuous 

research involving visits to the Mekong River in Combodia and the Sunderbans in 

Southern Bengal. 

As a person of having strong desire for the freedom of the innocent people, 

Ghosh struggles a lot through his field of writing. He feels that freedom is an 

important aspect which must be given to all human beings to lead their life joyfully. 

But when people are not given enough freedom, Ghosh shows his anger at the 

authority. Ghosh has insisted this point of view highly in his The Hungry Tide, The 

Glass Palace and The Shadow Lines. 

In The Hungry Tide, Ghosh exposes very vigorously about pathetic condition 

of the innocent people who live in the terrible islands. The people in such islands lead 

their life without any basic facilities like appropriate shelter, food and clothes. Though 

the government knows such things very well, it does not consider their 

inconveniences. On the other hand, it gives frequent torture to thousands of people by 

compelling them to quit the land; because the government tells that the land is highly 

allotted for the rare species like tigers, dolphins and crocodiles. 

In The Hungry Tide, Amitav Ghosh presents the Sunderban, a densely 

populated mangrove forested archipelago in the Bay of Bengal. In the Tide country 
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hostile environment where everyone is equal because of the struggle to survive. The 

The Hungry Tide: 

The Hungry Tide, and intense, 

intensely memorable novel, expected only from a writer of his stature. 

Ghosh is a fascinating and seductive writer, who tempts the reader on 

as if with an unsolved mystery, blending tale into tale in a vast-

seeming narrative close to the Bengali tradition of the river novel. He 

drags the reader with remarkable ease to the distinct frontier that lies 

beyond picture postcard realism: the Sunderbans, the backdrop of the 

hungry hearts of The Hungry Tide. (The Hungry Hearts, 66)  

This makes Ghosh get anger at stubborn hearted government, because the government 

considers them as refugees. It shows its strong opposition towards the stay of the 

people. For that purpose only Ghosh describes their struggle for freedom of living in 

their land. 

Interposed between the sea and the plains of Bengal this archipelago stretches 

 for almost three hundred kilometers  from the Hooghly river in West Bengal to the 

. (The Hungry, 50) 

At the beginning of the twentieth century, a rich and visionary Scotsman, sir 

Daniel 

The Hungry, 53). He 

wanted to esta
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by co-

The Hungry 52).  

The novel contains limited characters, but each plays a vital role and also each 

and every one of them has their own dignity. Nobody is inferior to others. Ghosh has 

created some characters like business men, foreigners and the people from Sunderban 

islands. Among the characters in the islands, Nirmal, Nilima his wife, Fokir, an 

innocent fisherman, Moyna, his wife, Kusum, his mother, Tutul, his son, and Horen, 

another fisherman have the major roles in this novel. Though he has described the 

characters from various places, he has concentrated only on the islands. He has 

described only  the difficulties of the people living on the islands, because his sole 

aim is to expose such typical happenings to the entire world. That is why he has made 

the protagonists like Piya and Kanai, visit such islands, and through them Ghosh 

wants to differentiate the feelings of the people of the islands from those of the city 

people.  

The main differentiation is that the people of islands never feel or realize their 

harder situation surviving in the islands along with the huge tigers, snakes, sharks and 

the hungry tides. But the people from cities find it difficult even to hear such stories 

about fast as to cover a new island within a few short years.  Mangrove leaves are 

tough and leathery, the branches gnarled and the foliage often impassably dense. 

Visibility is short and the air still and fetid. At no moment can human beings have any 

doubt of the terrain's utter hostility to their presence, of its cunning and 

resourcefulness, of its determination to destroy or expel them. Every day dozens of 

people perish in the embrace of the dense foliage, killed by tigers, snakes, and 

crocodile. (The Hungry, 8) 
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After the hardest tide, there follow the harder mangroves. When the tide 

finished its parts of destruction, the mangroves start their part of work. As soon as the 

tide leaves the island, the mangroves immediately start to grow. They can spread as 

fast as to cover the islands. Their leaves are so rough and leathery. Because of such 

thickness no one can go through the mangrove as quick as possible. Even the people 

cannot breathe properly while crossing such mangroves. They allow only the man-

eaters to survive within them. They can be of tigers, snakes and crocodiles. Except 

such poisonous and terrible living things, the mangroves never allow the innocents to 

cross or to survive within it, because they are closely related with the hungry tides. 

There is no prettiness here to invite the stranger in: Yet, to the world at large this 

The 

Hungry 8). This is the nature of the islands as well as the living condition of the 

people of the islands. Because Piya and Kanai feel it difficult to live at the island even 

for a short period of time, they realize the hard realities of the poor refugees. 

As the author points out in the novel, there are no borders here to divide fresh 

water from salt and river from sea, 

The tides reach as far as three hundred kilometers inland and every day 

thousands of acres of forest disappear underwater only to re-emerge 

hours later. The currents are highly powerful as to reshape the islands 

almost daily - some days the water tears away entire promontories and 

peninsulas; at other times it throws up new shelves and sandbanks 

where there were none before. (The Hungry 7) 

Nothing is certain in the tide country and also this is the only place where the people 

can find no partialities, because without partialities the tide can destroy and fulfill the 

land with water wherever it wishes. It never shows consideration to the innocents, 
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cattle and even kids. Moreover, it never feels bad to hear the screaming sounds from 

the people. The tide alone is a thing which never feels tired about its continuous work 

of destroying the land each and every day, because its hunger is comparatively high 

while compared with all other living things in the continent. 

When the tides create new land, overnight mangroves begin to gestate, and if 

the conditions are right they can spread .While thinking about an island, the 

immediate image which appears in mind is the calmness, the dullness, the breeze, the 

greenery and the excellent beauty of the sea water. But in Sunderban nothing will 

appear excellent, because of its uncertainty. Each and every day the destruction of the 

tide, the growth of the mangroves, the hunting tigers increase there. So, it is very hard 

to invite the stranger to admire the beauty of an island. On the whole the Sunderbans 

is one proverb a

proverb becomes the real one. Because though the islands are very beautiful, they kill 

thousands of people.  

Though the people of the island know very well about the dangers of the 

island, they never prefer to leave their living place. Because they have started to love 

their living place, they are ready to fight with the forest department for remaining in 

their favourite living place. But the people from city side never prefer to lead their life 

against the government, because they have no courage or confidence -to stand against 

the nature as well as the government.    

In his The Hungry Tide, Ghosh shows his intense care about furnishing all the 

characters, that is, he has created all of them with humility, sympathy towards the 

helplessness and hopelessness. The main cause for creating such characteristics is to 
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boost the government to behave like his characters in this novel. Horen, an illiterate 

but talented fisherman has a helping tendency to the poor as well as the refugees. 

Horen, the care taker of the needy, helps them whenever and wherever he 

could. He never bothers about the dangerous condition, without thinking about his 

forthcoming troubles. He helps the people especially Kusum, an innocent woman, 

who has no one to take care of her. If Horen does not help her, definitely her fatal 

condition might have led her to death. But Horen safeguards her from the worldly 

sins, and sends her to the care of Women's Union in Lusibari. 

Through the characteristics of Horen, Ghosh tells about the tender heartedness 

of an illiterate, whereas the government which has to safeguard the people acts against 

them and tries to send the people out from their living place. Ghosh has created not 

only Horen but he has also created Nirmal, Nilima, Piya and Sir Daniel to insist on the 

authority about their love and helping tendency towards the innocent refugees. 

Ghosh insists on another most important aspect also, that is, a person who has 

strong love and affection as well as sympathy towards the refugees, alone can help 

and give hope to them, because that person will have the confidence and courage to 

stand against the government which strongly prohibits the people from helping or 

involving in the matters of the refugees.  

In The Hungry Tide, Ghosh has created the character of Nirmal, who has the 

above said courage to stand against the government to help the poor people. When his 

wife, Nilima restricts him from helping the needy, he gets angry at her and scolds her. 

attention as much as people do anywhere else".  (The Hungry, 213)  

Nirmal, as his part, has worked hard for the benefit of the refugees. Even he 

does not care about the restriction from his wife who has tender heart but more than 
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that she has terrible fear about the authority and the government. His one and only 

intention is to help the innocents. 

On the other hand the authority acts in a harsh manner to get rid of the 

refugees. It does not treat them as the normal human beings. Like the wastage, the 

refugees are being sent away from their place of living by the government. They are 

not even given equal importance compared with the terrible animals like snakes, 

tigers and dolphins. The five-sensed animals are given much importance than the 

human beings. This partial treatment of the government and the politicians create a 

strong disbelief in the inner mind of the author. 

The human spirit is understood with the arrival of heteroglossia in this novel. 

Ghosh particularly points out the irresponsibility of the government in protecting 

human life and wild life in the Sundarbans. Ghosh attacks the politicians who behave 

like the blood-sucking ghosts, because they get money and cheap labour from the 

poor. And also the politicians do not behave true to their conscience. They give much 

importance only to their own welfare. Ghosh blames such activities of the politicians 

in his The Hungry Tide. For these reasons only the people fight for their freedom and 

education. They have maintained perfect unity among themselves for their supreme 

cause. None of them has showed any kind of hesitation to struggle for their 

requirements. Ghosh has conveyed this message to the readers and the government 

through Nirmal.       

Nirmal requests Horen to take him to Gorjhotola, where the refugees highly 

face their problems meted out by the government. He wants to rescue them against the 

government. Horen walks with him without any restriction. 

The people in Lusibari are terrified a lot about the government, because of its 

violent action towards the innocent refugees. So they could not come forward to show 
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their helping hand. But Nirmal and Horen come forward to help them. Nilima, the 

wife of Nirmal, restricts him from visiting Gorjhotola, where the refugees are facing 

many problems with the terrific nature of the government. But basically she is always 

ready to help, the needy. But she wants to do her service without hurting the 

government's rules and regulations.  

Kanai, one of the protagonists, visits Sunderban after keeping aside all of his 

duties and responsibilities, only because of the compulsion of his aunt Nilima. She 

urges him to visit Sunderbans, in order to hand over a note to him which has been 

written by her husband and addressed to Kanai. So, he visits Sunderbans to receive 

and read the note given by his uncle. Nilima is a woman of affectionate and lovable 

character, and she has mercy for the poor people. So each and everyone in the island 

call her Mashima. The needy people in the island always approach her at any time, 

because she is the only person who helps others without hesitation. 

Nilima, sitting on a bench in the shaded section of the platform, sipping tea 

while a couple of dozen people milled around her, some vying for attention and some 

being held at bay by her entourage. Kanai made his way quietly to the outer edge of 

the circle and stood listening. A few among the crowd were supplicants who wanted 

-be politicians, hoping to enlist her support. But for the 

most part, the people there were just well-wishers who wanted nothing more than to 

The Hungry, 21)        

Nilima, the image of mercy, shows her entire love and affection towards the 

needy. Like her husband, Nilima also has a soft corner for the people in trouble. When 

Nilima offers the note written by her husband to Kanai, Kanai enquires her about the 

reason for not reading the note. Nilima gives a gentle reason of manners and that's her 
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ones wh The 

Hungry Tide 23).  

Ghosh has furnished the characteristics of Nilima in an affectionate manner. 

She can be accepted as a role model. Ghosh says more about Nilima that she is the 

perfect woman having all the worldly responsibilities such as keeping her husband's 

words with stubborn heart, helping the poor at Lusibari and using warm words to all. 

a woman taking care of the poor in Lusibari, one of the islands in Sunderbans. 

Through her he urges all the human beings to turn towards the dangerous islands,   

especially of the government to take care of the innocents. 

As a common woman, Nilima also took much care of her husband. When 

trouble approached him, she was filled with terrific fear in her mind. Though she was 

also an affectionate and care-taking woman for the poor, she was afraid to help the 

refugees, because she had no courage to stand against the government authority. So, 

she continuously urged her husband not to have any contact with the refugees.                 

In the forest on one of the islands some refugees had occupied. It led to a 

confrontation with the authorities that resulted in a lot of violence. The government 

wanted to force the refugees to return to their resettlement camp in central India. 

the whole district was filled with rumours.  I was terrified of what might happen to;     

Normal if he was found wandering around on his own: for all, I knew he'd just been 

The Hungry, 26) 

Violence makes the people get rid of all the responsibilities. So violence has 

the power to wash out the people's guts. But Nirmal, the man having strong human 



92 

 

 

touch, wants to help the refugees at any cost. He never minds about the forthcoming 

troubles from the government, because of his intense care for the refugees. His 

humility is excellently furnished by Gosh, which he expects from the government to 

take actions to safeguard such helpless people. But the activities of the government 

are just a contrast to the thought of the author, because the authority strongly opposes 

help to the refugees. And also the government has taken severe action on the people 

who have helped the refugees. For that reason only Nilima restricts her husband not to 

have contact with the refugees. But Nirmal, a man of having strong determination, 

wants to help the refugees. Through the contradiction among the couple, Ghosh 

exposes his ideas about the slavery of the refugees. 

revolutionary ideals are directed towards securing a place for Bangaladeshi refugees. 

His commitment towards the cause of Bangladeshi refugees is at best a romantic ardor 

that displays both his inability to understand this duality that propels him towards a 

fight for a permanent space, while making him forsake the comfort of fixed locations. 

-old thinking, the consciousness of home as a fixed 

destination and the consciousness of homelessness as a state of degeneration that 

make him take up cudgels for the refugees,  sidelining  the disclosure that his ideals 

secretly harbour a creative exposure that home is the se Home 

and Homelessness, 183)       

agree with her. In order to make him come down from his anger, Nilima says that if 

the refugees are being allowed to stay in the island, they might have seized the entire 

other islands by saying that all the islands belong to them. Then the condition of the 

forest, the environment and the shelter for the animals will also be seized by them. In 
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order to avoid such situation, the government is doing so. This is the explanation 

given by Nilima to Nirmal. 

For the argument of Nilima, Nirmal asks an excellent question to her, which 

makes her unable to answer his question. That is, if the strong desire of Sir Daniel has 

restricted by the government, when he has bought some land for the poor, the 

government's restriction for offering land to the refugees is also correct. But the 

government has not done that, because it allows Sir Daniel to buy the land for the 

poor. 

To this I answered that Lusibari was forest too once - this too once 

belonged to the government. Yet Sir  Daniel Hamilton was allowed to 

take it over in order to create his experiment. And all these years, 

Nilima had often said that she admired what he did. What was the 

difference, then? Were the dreams of these settlers less valuable than 

those of a man like Sir Daniel just because he was a rich shaheb and 

they impoverished refugees?   (The Hungry, 213)   

In that case, Nirmal tells Nilima that, the government gives concession to Sir Daniel 

due to his richness, whereas, being poor, the wishes of the refugees are abruptly 

denied by the authority. In fact Nirmal does not give critical comment on Sir Daniel. 

The government allows the wealthy people to serve the needy, whereas the middle 

class people are not given chance to help the poor. In this aspect also Nirmal gets 

angry about the partial behaviour of the government. Moreover, he appreciates Sir 

Daniel for his forwardness to help the innocents. 

           In this novel, the main intension of the author is to expose the hard realities of 

the people living in the Sunderban islands to the entire world. The reason is that this is 

the tide country, home to the Bengal tiger, huge crocodiles, snakes, impenetrable 
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forests and the people try hard to scratch out a living. At the beginning of the 

twentieth century, Sir Daniel Hamilton decided to create a Utopian Society there, by 

offering free land to those willing to work as long as they accepted others as equals, 

regardless of caste or ethnicity. It's a difficult life that leaves most women widowed at 

the young age. The land is barely farmable unless the saltwater of the hungry tide can 

be kept from flooding their fields. 

Sir Daniel Hamilton, a strong freedom fighter for the refugees, has much care 

and love towards them. He has firmly decided to uplift the welfare of the poor 

refugees. Many people ask the question of how he is going to do his work. But his 

answer is that labour conquers everything. He is ready to offer his entire labour for the 

welfare of the people more than that he prefers to offer living place to the refugees. 

Sir Daniel strongly believes that nothing is impossible in the world. So he 

decides to buy some acres of land for the people, who have no helping hand to lead 

their life. When Sir Daniel thinks about the obstacles for his act, he has found from 

dangerous than the Forest Department, which treats the area as its own kingdom. But 

The Hungry, 51) 

When the fatal situation approaches, people voluntarily arrive at the land to pit 

their tents. The main reason for their selecting the land is that Sir Daniel has offered 

the land free of cost. So the people can find their living place without paying any 

money. Due to their poverty, they are ready to pit their tent whole heartedly. Sir 

Daniel shows no partiality to offer the land to the poor. But he places only one 

condition to the people, which proves him as the greatest man of supreme 

characteristics, because the one and only thing which he expects from the people is 
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differences. Here there would be no Brahmins or Untouchables, no Bengalis and no 

Oriyas. E The Hungry, 51). 

the welfare of the people. Even he never shows interest to earn money by making use 

of the labour of the people. The only thing which he wants is the fact that he insists all 

he wanted was to build a new society, a new kind of country. It would be a country 

run by cooperatives, he said. H

Thakur and many other B

that this place could be a model for a

(The Hungry, 52).  

facility, telephone connection, and schools for fulfilling the basic needs of the people. 

His continuous efforts are being welcomed by Mahatma Gandhi, Rabinranath Tagore 

and some more national personalities.  

      

and cares about the rules and regulations of the government. For saving the people he 

has bought some acres of land from the British Sarkar, for the poor innocents. Initially 

the people prefer not to live there, because of the predators - like tigers, crocodiles, 

snakes and leopards. But finally they have landed there whole-heartedly, because of 

their helpless condition. 
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In The Hungry Tide, the Sunderbans allows Amitav Ghosh to create a society 

where everyone is on an even footing. It's not just the legacy of Sir Hamilton, but the 

hostile environment erases all societal strata because everyone is equal in the struggle 

to survive in the hostile environment. This theme runs continuously throughout the 

novel. 

Through the character S'Daniel, Amitav Ghosh expects the government as well 

as the common human beings to show mercy and sympathy towards the needy. 

Because of their ill condition they cannot achieve and attain anything without the help 

and hope of the government and city people. If they are given proper guidance and 

encouragement definitely they can also be the achievers in the world. Initially they 

should also be considered as human beings with blood and flesh. That should be 

that it is a must that the wealthy people should come forward to show their helping 

hands to the poor, because they only get the chance to help the poor without having 

any obstacle for the government and the politicians. 

de country 

in 1978-79, is rooted in a real uprising among a truly dispossessed and uprooted 

people (mostly east Pakistani refugees who had fled to India after Partition). They ran 

away from the hostile environment of their resettlement camp in central India 

(Dandakaranya) and tried to remake their lives in the familiar terrain of the 

Sundarbans. They were the poorest of the poor who belonged to the lowest strata of 

the society. But their revolt was quelled by the Left Front government which had 

always championed the cause of the refugees from erstwhile East Pakistan.  

 

or less objectively. Even though the specific political actors and discourses that led to 
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the gruesome massacre and forceful eviction of the refugees are downplayed in the 

novel. The Morichjhapi massacre is a shameful story of betrayal and of state  

sponsored terrorism to evict Indian nationals from the land where they felt at home. It 

goes to the credit of Amitav Ghosh that he has dared to record, in terms of fiction, this 

little publicized historical event. But one would expect him, despite his aversion to 

overtly political writing, to at least assign some historical responsibility to particular 

political players. The state authorities had declared Morichjha

planted the seeds of what might become, if not a Dalit nation, then at least a safe 

The Hungry, 159) And 

it was something that the self- -

hypocrisy and doublespeak their political trademark, could not swallow.  

It is true that the Sundarbans is the only habitat where Royal Bengal tigers, 

with their dwindling number, continue to live in the wild. They are zealously 

protected by various international environmental groups who apply economic and 

diplomatic pressures on the Indian and Bangladeshi government to maintain the tiger 

preservation human lives are threatened; the tigers routinely maul and kill the 

islanders and their cattle.  Amitiv Ghosh questions this human cost of wildlife 

preservation when he makes Kanai ask Piya, the American marine biologist, who 

The Hungry, 300-1) 

The novelist uses this haunting trope of Romantic 

survivalists to a memorable climax. Hours before she was raped and killed by the 
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ngal to 

unsettle and dislodge the settlers from Morichjhapi island (on which they had made 

this home because they felt less unwanted, less of a burden there than anywhere else), 

e 

people. I wondered who love animals so much that they are willing to kill us for 

The Hungry, 261-

had recline, and without giving any reply he lay down on a mat. In the Sundarbans, 

Ghosh argues, human lives are valued less than those of tigers.  

Nirmal desperately wanted to be a part of the Morichjhapi movement, ignoring 

the appeal of his practical wife who advised caution and non-involvement, because as 

a young man he had been in love with the idea of a revolution and he could never lest 

go of the idea even when he had turned his ba uprising 

ever come to a revolutionary momen  (The Hungry, 

establish a classless, casteless, secular society and create a new future for themselves 

ream. The dream had been dreamt by the 

very people who were trying to make it real. Nirmal whole-heartedly believed in 

at the settlers of 

stood for was the embodiment of R  (The 

Hungry, 282). It showed him that a man like him could be changed even after 

retirement, that  he could begin anew. His other interest was Kusum for whom he had 

developed a romantic attachment. Centered on the doomed, Utopian settlement in the 

tide country, the romantic triangle that emerged involving Nirmal, Kusum and Horen 

strangely prefigures the Kanai-piya-Fokir story and seems to be its earlier incarnation. 
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But Kusum chose Horen as her lover. On the night before her death, she not only 

offered her body but also handed her son Fokir to Horen who took him back to safety. 

The revolution did not succeed. The settlers were forcibly driven out of the 

island. Several people were murdered and four Women were raped and killed. The 

corpses were thrown either into the rivers to be eaten by crocodiles and sharks or into 

the tiger reserves. The rest were sent back to Dandakaranya. Their quest to re-invent 

-long search 

for a pure revolution. He did not survive long after the failed uprising. Before the final 

assault of the government force on the refugees, he hurriedly jotted down his 

experience in a notebook in the form of an extended letter and addressed it to Kanai in 

the hope that his nephew, with his mastery over many languages, would be able to 

carry it to the notice of an unheeding world. The notebook, which was thought to be 

Lusibari to receive the notebook, which Nirmal had bequeathed to him, and decipher 

marine biologist of India origin, who travels to the Sundarbans to study and document 

river dolphins.  

The Hungry Tide is a stunning novel of humane breadth which is epic in 

scope, sophisticated in its observations of people and their milieu. Poetic in its 

he 

geographical and socio-cultural forces that have shaped this region. Although the 

book focuses on certain issues of global concerns, it offers no easy solutions. Amitav 

Ghosh seems, as always, to be more interested in people than in issues. His book is 

about the people of the Sundarbans and their heroic struggle for survival. His greatest 

strength lies in the ways he maps the geography of the human heart and examines the 
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The Hungry, 258) Despite hunger and 

poverty, this strikes the mind of sensitive readers as the existential queries of a 

bewildered humanity. Disease and disaster (both natural and man-made) which are a 

way of life for the islanders of the tide country, none of his characters loses his/her 

faith in the essential grandeur of existence.  

Buffeted by their adventures and experiences, their sufferings and consequent 

realizations, both Kanai and Piya return to Lusibari, to the 

towering personality whose trust has erected a solid bulwark against the vagaries of 

nature and life on the unsteady soil of the chimerical island, the former to rewrite his 

and documenting the river in dolphins. 

environment where life is fragile and uncertain, the essence of man, the book 

suggests, is reduced to its very core. Amitav Ghosh allows the country of the hungry 

tide to break down the barriers of his characters and their society.  

 The erosion of borders between nations and/or genres emerges as a recurring 

feat The Hungry Tide, like his previous novels The 

Circle of Reason and The Calcutta Chromosome, Challenges the Conceptual 

boundaries that have been erected to separate academic disciplines. The book inter-

mingles marine biology, geography, geology, myth, history, climatology, economic 

environmental studies and anthropology in a masterly but effortless manner. While 

him it meant that everything which existed was interconnected: the trees, the sky, the 

weather, People, poetry, science, nature. He hunted down facts in the way a magpie 
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collects shiny things. Yet when he strung them all together, somehow they did 

become stories  The Hungry 282-83).That seems to be a fitting 

 telling skill in this exquisitely 

researched novel.  

In an interview with the Outlook 

has always been about communities coming unmade o The 

Hungry Tide is the story of one such community of people who, having come unmade 

from their ancestral roots, try to remake themselves in a place where, as Nirmal writes 

r finishing this riveting novel, 

the readers too feel that they have made an imaginative journey to the tide country 

and that the experience has remade them.  

In The Hungry Tide, Ghosh highlights the raging socio-political debate about 

forest conservation vis-a-vis human settlement. The highly important matter of the 

human settlement is given only less importance than the forest conservation. Ghosh 

feels so sorry about the poor condition of the people which enables him to write this 

novel. Ghosh believes that the people in islands have enough wisdom, but they lack 

proper guidance. Because they know the moral value that 'good should be encouraged 

and bad should be punished'. They strongly believe this moral value, which is 

orship as God. And also they have strongly 

believed that Bon Bibi alone is the God, who saves them from any kind of 

misfortunes. 

Ghosh shows his strong opposition towards the government and the politicians 

who have partial treatment towards the subjects, because the people's belief relies on 

God, not on the government or the politicians, who have the real responsibility to 

safeguard the people. But they give much response only to the wealthy people and 
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also the government gives much respect to them. But they treat the innocents as worst 

as possible. The innocent people have a terrible fear about them. Whenever they get a 

chance to meet the authorities, they are afraid as if seeing a ghost. That fear of the 

people has finely described by the author in The Hungry Tide. Ghosh struggles to 

wash out the people's fear of the innocents and also for their freedom to live in their 

land itself. The forests that lined the creek's banks had been half-submerged by the 

tide and the boat was small enough to give the launch the slip by heading directly into 

the forest in perfect concealment. They would be well-hidden and would be able to 

The Hungry, 44) 

When Fokir, the innocent and talented fisherman, floats in his boat with his 

son Tutul, they happen to meet the officials. They have tried a lot to hide themselves 

along with the boat by making use of the mangroves. Even the little boy, Tutul, knows 

very well about the cruel attitude of the officials. So he tries a lot to hide himself in 

the boat. Ghosh has clearly exposed that the officials have tortured the innocents. 

Piya, an American woman, has been puzzled about the activities of the 

fisherman and his son. Finally she understands the cause of their fear, which the 

readers also have understood through the excellent description of the author. If they 

have been captured by them, they have to answer for their questions or else they have 

to pay penalty of large sum of money or even will be shot dead by them mercilessly. 

This is the fatal condition of the innocents and terrible routine of the officials. 

The reason for the introduction of these characters like Piya and Sir Daniel is 

to make the Indian reader realize their mistake. But the people belonging to the same 

country do not show enough sympathy or help to the people. The one and only goal of 

Ghosh is to make the world know about the people who are facing such miserable life. 



103 

 

 

As an author of using stream of consciousness technique, Ghosh mingles the 

story from the past to the present. Every now and then, he exhibits the condition of the 

people throughout the novel by Nirmal's note, which he has left to Kanai.  

When Kanai reads his uncle's note, he comes to know about the entire living 

condition of the refugees, because Nirmal has written each and every feeling of all the 

refugees. He has mentioned their unity, which is highly important to achieve 

these thousands of people, who wanted nothing more than to plunge their hands once 

again in our soft, yielding tide country mud. I saw them coining, young and old, quick 

and halt, with their lives bundled on their head  (The Hungry, 165) 

Nirmal has written not only about the miseries of the people but he also tells 

about the excellent co-operative tendency too. By seeing such cooperation among the 

refugees, Nirmal becomes confident to get rid of their miseries. And also he sees that 

he has boosted up to work hard for their upliftment. Here Ghosh tells about the 

importance of co-

problem in the islands is common for all the refugees. So the people definitely cope 

up with each other. Then only their problem will be solved. While telling about the 

significance of co-operation, Ghosh insists on the result of the non cooperation 

through The Glass Palace. He tells about the three countries, such as Malaya, Burma 

and India, which are being imperialized by the British government for various 

purposes. If these countries have remained with perfect co-operation, definitely they 

might have sent the British government away from their mother land. But their non 

co-operation causes them to lose their own land. 
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While comparing all   such non co-operative countries,   Ghosh appreciates the 

illiterates but they have maintained the needed co- operation. 

Among all of them, there is a leader, to lead towards their goal. Everybody in 

energetic man, no dreamer and not someone to put up with trespasses on his time: in 

his demeanor I glimpsed the euphoric reticence of someone who knows that success is 

The Hungry, 172) 

Not only co-operation but also the refugees have obeyed their leader's advice 

properly. They never act against their leader and also they have full faith about their 

leader which makes them have confidence among themselves.  

Kanai comes to know all the messages about the good heartedness as well as 

guts of the refugees through his uncle's note: 

What's most important to us at this time is to mobilize public opinion, 

to bring pressure on the government, to get them to  leave us alone. 

need to let people know what we're doing and why we're here. We 

have to tell the world about all we've done and all we've achieved. Can 

you help us with this? Do you have contacts with the press in Kolkata? 

(The Hungry, 172)       

Whatever the confidence, energy and perseverance they may have, the ultimate thing 

that they need is help. Without proper channel nothing is possible. So the refugees too 

expect help from the media to convey their inconveniences, struggles even to live 

their lives. So the leader of their group expects help from the media who can convey 
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the matter as quickly as possible. They have not expected more than shelter. But even 

that requirement of the refugees is not fulfilled by the government. This makes the 

author turn against the authority. That's why; he wants to make the world know the 

poor condition of the people, through media. "They've invited many people from 

Kolkata - writers, intellectuals, journalists. They want to tell them about the island and 

all the The Hungry, 189). 

So, through the media, the poor refugees want to expose their condition and 

also how far they have faced the troubles given by the government authorities as well 

as the natural calamities. Even though they have such troubles, they want to lead their 

lives and also they want to achieve something in life. 

In order to get helping hands, the refugees convey their inconveniences to the 

press people and also they have told about their achievement even at the critical 

situation. They believe a lot that definitely they will get help through the reporters, 

who can convey their life style to the knowledge of the city people as well as the 

government authority. The writers, journalists are very much impressed and interested 

towards the refugees because of the touching explanation with full grief,  

It was soon evident that the occasion had served its purpose: the guests 

were undeniably impressed. Speeches were made, extolling the 

achievements of the settlers. It was universally agreed that the 

significance of Morichjhapi extended far beyond the island itself. (The 

Hungry, 191) 

When the media people come to know about the real situation of such refugees, they 

are very much impressed by them. They strongly believe that the cause for their 

struggle is obviously undeniable. So they feel that the government should take further 
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steps to give recognition to them, which gives some sort of relaxation to the refugees, 

even though they are facing many struggles with nature in their day to day life. 

The first and foremost thing which the refugees want is recognition as human 

beings. This is what the author also insists. They should be given appropriate attention 

both physically as well as mentally. Kanai is very moved with the note written by his 

uncle. More than the note, Kanai comes to know about the people through Nilima his 

aunt. Whenever Kanai gets time, he enquires about the people from Nilima.                                    

While thinking about the dangerous life, which the refugees are leading is too 

hard to think over. Because they are sacrificing their dear life in their day to day life, 

by way of giving feast to the wild life. When Nilima gives the data regarding the 

refugees' dangerous life to Kanai, he becomes dump-founded.  

 here- 

said. That's the number of people who were killed by tigers in lower 

Bengal in a six-year period - between the years 1860 and 1866. The 

figures were compiled by J.Fayrer - he was the English naturalist who 

-over four 

thousand human beings killed. That's almost two people every day, for 

six years! What would the number add up to over a century?' (The 

Hungry, 240-241) 

Similarly while considering their freedom, the refugees become preys to the wild 

animals. They are ready to be preys to the tiger, instead of being cowards. But Nilima 

feels sorry for their plight, because if the people obey the government's order, they 

might have led their life elsewhere in the world. But being the stubborn-minded 

persons they find their end themselves. That is the miserable condition of the 

refugees. 
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It is really a heart-rending matter to think of the people. Ghosh has very much 

moved with them. He feels that at any cost, the refugees should be   left   free for their 

joyful   life.   Almost their condition   demands recognition. It is the cruelest situation 

for each and every human being, living in the world without any recognition. 

Kusum, mother of Fokir, gives touchable quotation for their miserable 

situation. All the men should be moved with her tearful speech, if they are real human 

beings.  

the thirst. It was to sit here, helpless, and listen to the policemen 

making their announcements, hearing them say that our lives, our 

for its trees, it has to be saved for its animals, it is a part of a reserve 

forest, it belongs to a project to save tigers, which is paid for by people 

gnawing at our bellies, we would listen to these words, over and over 

again. (The Hungry, 261) 

This reveals the pathetic and miserable life of the refugees on the island.  Amitav 

Ghosh who is always on the side of the poor and downtrodden gives a glimpse of the 

suffering of ancient man during time immemorial. The tone used by Ghosh to bring 

out the helplessness is emphatic and continued in the novel. Kusum further added, 

I wondered who love animals so much that they are willing to kill us 

for them. Do they know what is being dome in their names? Where do 

they live, these people, do they have children, do they have mothers, 

fathers? As I thought of these things it seemed to me that this whole 

world has become a place of animals, and our fault, our crime was that 
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we were just human beings, trying to live as human beings always 

have, from the water and the soil. No human being could think this a 

crime unless they have forgotten that this is how humans have always 

lived - by fishing, by clearing land and by planting the soil. (The 

Hungry, 262) 

Ghosh wants to exhibit such situation to all common men. That is the reason for the 

birth of this novel. 

may not have such courage to stand against the government. But the refugees stand 

alone on their own to show the determination of not leaving the place. The reason is 

that, they love their living place like their own mother and also they do not want to be 

spirits. We spent the rest of the night trying to persuade her to leave, but she paid no 

The 

Hungry, 277).  

Kusum, the mother of Fokir, has male's courage, and she shows her guts in not 

leaving the islands, because she believes that she has no reason to leave the place and 

she has the right to lead her life there. Likewise, the people in the land show their 

conformity not to leave their land. They show their entire guts to stand against the 

government and the politicians. This is an extraordinary thing which Ghosh 

appreciates. 

Ghosh has given an extraordinary description of the sorrowful situation of the 

refugees. As a freedom fighter for the refugees, he has written this revolutionary 

novel. Merely fighting with enemies alone cannot be considered as war, but struggling 

for recognition can also be called cold war, which Ghosh has adopted in his own way 

of writing novels like The Hungry Tide. He tells the mankind through this novel that 
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everyone should feel ashamed of leaving such human beings in danger. Mainly he 

attacks the government and the forest department for their ill treatment towards them. 

Ghosh has not only concentrated the people of innocence but he also struggles 

for the people who belong to a kingdom. He tells about the king Thebaw of Burma, 

who lost his country because of British invasion. It is very hard for a king to lose the 

kingdom. Ghosh exposes this point as well as he exhibits the feeling of the family of 

the king who are exiled from their palace. 

manism. 

He questions the readers to think what is right and wrong. He suggests the readers to 

look back in to the human origin and how the wild life meted out by the people since 

time immemorial. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


