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Chapter - VI 
 

Cultural Colonial Space in  
 

Taking up a specific historical condition and circumstance and delineating 

with a story has become the main concern of literary books. The Indian English 

Novels published from 1980s have been measuring widely to have interpretation of 

History and Politics. The novelists of these works incorporated these themes and dealt 

with these under the panorama of post-modernism and post colonialism. Postcolonial 

literature looks back ward and forward and throws a new light upon the reader.  

Writing back, re-writing and re-reading are the main tools of the writers in this period. 

These works pin point some of the historical incidents and use allegorical references 

to show the impact of it on the society.  

The critical theory New Historicism views history as a trajectory and its 

operation always involved in showing the relationship between past and present 

constructed in relation to a present which is also a development out of 

history as narrative construction or 

literary texts) as social acts which are multi-accentual and available for 

divergent uses (Rice 253).  

The new historicist unlike the New Critics excavated the multiple antithetical material 

practices which are enclosed in each historical incident. 

As part of the decolonization process, the writers want to put an end to the 

colonial stereotypes. To do this many authors searched for information on the life 

style of people and the system that was prevailing in pre-colonial period. This 
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intention further gained momentum among the writers. As a result of this they are 

compelled rewrite the past. This tendency gave opportunity for the writer to have a 

base for their story and in the process of narration they attempted to visualize the past-

present simultaneously in a new order from a fresh perspective.  

Sea of Poppies has these characteristics and it is in the form 

of re-telling of the prese

reiterate the gigantic importance of history by locating every work in a distinct time 

and place. In connection to this the novelist also deals with major consequences faced 

down by man in India and connecting it to the global context. Ghosh strongly believes 

that history is the focal point to the art of fiction and interprets it both at personal and 

social levels as history always show cases the when and whereabouts of human 

society.  

Re-presentation of history is the predominant and ubiquitous in all the novels 

of Amitav Ghosh. He even did his under graduation in History. His experience as a 

vision, Ghosh reveals the suppressed annals of common people and their countenance. 

Ghosh interweaves a vivid picture of interknitted annals with an inflammatory or 

subordinate proportion. While crisscrossing these themes he introduces anecdotes, 

symbols and a wide range of characters i

dilemma and hardship of common people in a selected historical context. 

In an interview with John C. Hawley Ghosh was asked on how he chooses the 

predicaments of his characters and how he accommodates them into the larger 

historical context, Ghosh replies,  

My fundamental interest is in people- in individuals and their specific 

predicaments. If history is of interest to me it is because it provides 
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instances of unusual and extraordinary predicaments... The historical 

(or non-fictional) aspect of the situation is interesting only in so far as 

it creates a unique predicament for a character. [Amitav Ghosh, 6] 

The Sea of Poppies presents the forgotten historical incidents of the 19th century in 

Asia especially India. The novel shows the real events took place in India in 

agriculture which is the back bone of India. The development of the novel highlights 

the mnemonics of South Asia as a great nautical region and the shipping that suffered 

terribly with the advent of East India Company. Earlier, India fluttered for ages with 

its blooming of coastal trade. Transporting the goods to different place was possible 

all the way by water and many ports were established. Now they are converted in to 

mere tourist places. When Delhi became the wheel point to the country, it has ruined 

the coastal shipping. Ghosh was very unhappy for this bad condition of today. In an 

interview with Star Weekend Magazine he says, because of colonization we have to, 

say, Royal Albert Museum or the British Museum to know about ourselves. Our 

defaced largely, because of it we have to reclaim a lot of it from the colonial archive . 

The Sea of Poppies is a novel in the form of trilogy. The novel deals 

with the most important historical event of the British attack on the Chinese ports 

popularly called as the First Opium War in the nineteenth century. The story of the 

novel revolves around the locations like North India and the Bay of Bengal. The 

Opium wars between Chaina and Britain became the backdrop for the entire setting of 

the novel. The Opium Wars and the free trade gave weight and nourished the power 

of the British over Asian countries. The novel mirrors up the images of how the 

European trade disintegrated the Indian economy with its bang for wealth. The novel 
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exposes the empty hands of Indian people who have to be submissive to the capitalists 

and their demands.  

The novel Sea of Poppies incorporates the great themes in connection to 

economics. It narrates the nineteenth century agricultural situation and how it became 

a commercial crop in India. Britishers turned the agriculture of Bengal and Bihar as 

the cultivation of opium as a monetary crop and send them to Chinese market. They 

created unemployment situation in India and started transporting of Indians to work as 

indentured labours on sugarcane plantations for the British in islands like Mauritius, 

Fiji and Caribbean. The narration of the novel goes on presenting the lives of common 

men and women and leaves space to re-present the past.  

By the time British started doing trade with India there also existed Feudalism.  

During the same course of time in the colonial period India witnessed another evil 

capitalism as it had been trying to abolish Feudalism. The circumstances gave 

opportunity to breed the roots of capitalism and opium trade quickly in the Indian sub 

soil. The European ravenousness for money enfeebled the Indian minds. According to 

the British, India would be the only place for opium cultivation because of its mean 

labour. The British trembled to think of if there was an end to the flow of opium into 

china, there would be loss for them. If they sell opium to China then only in return 

they get imports like tea and silk from China. They felt that putting an end to the trade 

would result in ruining wealth for the people in India. As a result of this cropping of 

opium became an obligatory force in the lives of all grades of people.  

Through Raja Neel Rattan Halder, the novelist throws light on the feudal 

system of India. Neel Rattan lives on an estate of Raskhali and the Zamindar. The 

Zamindar is interested to lead a life of luxury. At the beginning of the novel it is clear 

that, Rajaa Neel Rattan Halder devoted his life on accumulating wealth with different 
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means and enjoying life. Neel encouraged the white mercantile community and joined 

his hands with them and wants to have his profit and opportunity.  They wanted to 

extend their monopoly on opium as it is the only profitable trade for them in eastern 

Indian. To heighten this monopoly the British encouraged the local Zamindars and 

started giving share for them. Through this not only the local Zamindars but also their 

relatives, friends and other money lenders started investing a large sum of money in 

this unethical trade. Initially, to attract these people British used to give them a huge 

amount which they never expected.  

rds it and was interested to meet an 

acquaintance of British to join the group. At last he found Mr.Burnham and invested 

amount in it. The old Raja did not know all the details about the profitable trade. He 

was also little known about the whereabouts of Mr.Burnham except that he was the 

owner of a ship and occupied the central position in the trade. Each year Mr.Burnham 

used to bring back a larger sum of money and gave it to old Raja by referring it as his 

tribute from the Faghfoor of Maha-Chin, the Emperor of Great China. It was all about 

money making and capitalizing on. 

(Sea 85).  

When the old Raja was alive Raja Neel Rattan was hindered by his father from 

in the system shocked him. All of suddenly in 1837 there was a decline in the value of 

American bills of exchange. As a consequence of this many investors in this business 

became the in debtors to the company. Raja Neel Rattan was astonished when he 

noticed that his dues to Burnham Brothers far exceeded than the value of the entire 

Zamindary. Now he started realizing his mistake but it does not change his entangled 
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situation. It is due to the system he was vindicating thrown him into the relentless and 

wicked realities of life. His obsession for status in the society and Zamindari lifestyle 

blew him to his own downfall.  

Sea of Poppies is 

elaborately entwined with topographical locations and dialects. The novel also knits 

the economical conditions and politics of the times. Sea of Poppies incorporates a 

multidimensional image of 19th century Indian life. In connection to this, it brings out 

the life style of different classes of people with all their passions, fervor and 

sentiments. It also deals with several cultural aspects like food habits, medication, 

luxuries, marriage practices, funeral rites and men and women relationship. The major 

concentration is on trade and cultivation. This outlining of history discloses the 

magnitude in the cultivation of poppy, its production, distribution and the evil results 

of it. This commercial crop captured the mind of the farmers as it gives profit and 

compelled them to cultivate of poppy in the place of main food like wheat.  

Poppy is a crop that has to be cropped not to be eaten up but to be sold. This 

has slowly pioneered colonial consciousness, denaturing the farmer into a worker, 

labour and subsequently into a slave.  In an article on Re-Viewing Colonial Agenda In 

 by S. Latha and K.V. Ramana, it is viewed as,   

poppy was an item produced not to be consumed but to be sold. It 

slowly induced a colonial consciousness, transforming the farmer into 

a worker and subsequently into a slave. Distribution helped not the 

natives but the colonial rulers to perpetuate the rule of the market. 
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large. Ghosh presents this history through the lives and emotions of his 

characters. [149] 

To delineate history Ghosh threw light upon the livelihood and vehemence of his 

characters. Many major characters of the novel projected their emotions to reflect 

Nobody anticipated that this cropping of the poppies would become an antidote and 

there is huge demand for it outside. The British started an English factory and named 

it as Chandu opium that makes and packages this wet substance and is sent across the 

sea on the boats and ships, 

It was a very well protected place. The chandu opium factory in 

Ghaziapur was so assiduously safeguarded by the sahibs and their 

Sepoys-

the life, the character, the very soul of this elderly woman, then with 

more of it at her disposal, why should she not be able to seize 

kingdoms and control multitudes? (Sea 38) 

The hardship required growing the crop and producing the opium was not an easy 

task. They experienced it on hand that it was an abhorrent and frightful work. They 

are unable to resist and oppose it because the British obliged them into a state of 

frailty and disequilibrium. The farmers were forced to grow only this commercial 

crop but not the useful crops like wheat, dal and vegetables. There was slowly 

decrease in flavorful and appetizing winter crops in many acres. On the other hand 

there was no gratifying point in the production of the opium factory.  

The novel clearly depicts the predicaments of the farmers and how they 

became puppets in the hands of money lenders and English businessmen. Before 

poppy became the main crop, the fields were blooming with wheat crop. Soon after 
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the spring harvest, they used the straws as the covering point on the surface or to 

repair the roof of the house. "But now, with the sahibs forcing everyone to grow 

poppy, no one had thatch to spare it had to be bought at the market, from people 

who lived in faraway villages, and the expense was such that people put off their 

repairs as long as they possibly could" ( Sea 29). 

The colonial oppression can be seen as the Europeans started restraining the 

poor and illiterate Indian farmers, to amass crops in their fields for the amelioration of 

the British businessmen who also have the support of judiciary system with them.  

Deeti realized it when she met other indentured labourers that everyone's land was in 

pawn to the agents of the opium factory. Every farmer had signed the Asami contract 

and inevitably to fulfill the bond they left with no option except to sprinkle their land 

that the little amount of grains they could bring home would not be able to feed their 

 (Sea 91). 

During the winter season, the English sahibs would allow the farmers little 

else to be planted. They maintain some agents and they would go from home to home 

to entrap the farmers. They even provide cash in advance to the farmers so that they 

go on the advice of them and make them sign Asami contracts. It is a typical situation 

refused they would leave their silver hidden in your home, or throw it through a 

d, at the end of it, your earnings would come to no more than three-and-

a-half Sicca rupees, just to pay off your advance  (Sea 29).      

Like other people in the village, Deeti is an illiterate and innocent woman. She 

gradually noticed the prompt changes that plunged the lives of the villagers. The 

estrangement of the villagers became inevasible and there were fluctuations in 
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relationships and the fine threads of alimentation that had remodeled their lives for 

many years. Deeti is unable to understand why the villagers are compelled not to 

cultivate what they need to lead the life. At first she was not able to understand why 

money is no longer interpreted as money. She was unable to identify how money has 

become investment to earn more money. The same idea of wielding money to harvest 

more money is an open aired experience to the Zamindars like Raja Neel Rattan 

they disdained to handle themselves, preferring to entrust it to a legion of agents, 

Sea 85-86).  

The complete process of deducing of opium at Ghaziapur factory was an 

abhorrent and awful site for the visitors. When Deeti visited the factory to take her ill 

husband home she was perplexed.  When she surged in alarm through the factory in 

search of her dying husband, she witnessed the dreadful condition of the factory and 

the awful capacity of opium. She noticed and understood the significance of the trade 

and its unknown strength. She was completely detached for a moment.  Indian 

farmers had to yield poppy crop in their fields only for the prosperity of the business 

of the British. If the farmers deny it and take their own decision to grow crop their 

children had to work in the factory at the peril of their lives.  Working there is 

hazardous and they have to bear the cruel torture of the white supervisors inside the 

factory. 

As Neel was no

unexpectedly Neel was arrested and this news spread like flash of a light. He was 

totally entrapped in the gambling game of the colonizers. He was not aware of forgery 

would be a big crime. By the time he started realizing of his mistake, it was too late 
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for him. His downfall has already begun and inconceivable images started blurring 

imprisoned, he had felt that he would be acquitted of his crime and wept for his 

for hearing of his case, a big crowd assembled to see him. He was ashamed and tensed 

for this and wished not to see all these people. His intention was not to see his wife 

Sea 173). Neel searched 

for her but her presence was not there. It was a deep sigh of relief for him as he came 

 he was spared at least, the 

Sea 173). 

The period of Nineteenth- century was the most fruitful year for the Europeans 

especially to the British. Many European states established their own organizations in 

Asia. These organizations wanted to encase much from the local bodies. The 

organizations got good support from their own government. There was much 

competition among the Europeans to set up business and the dominant organizations 

became powerful. The competency of the organizations surpassed them to expanding 

territories and to invest money in the colonies to earn more money. This type of 

business had jeopardized the environment in colonization through their funds. 

Through this there was much disturbance in the lives of the colonized. They disturbed 

the social set up and culture. The best example is Raja Neel Rattan. Now he had lost 

not only his power and status in the local but also his Zamindari estate. Another 

poppies are grown instead of grains which is a part of their construct. The main 

feature of the novel can be seen in its inescapable Historicity. The novel manifests 
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many aspects like economic themes, political history, cultivation, culture, diversity, 

trade and much more.  

Sea of Poppies is a novel magnum opus of Amitav Ghosh. As he is a genuine 

researcher, Ghosh did wide research on various features of the colonial rule in the 

Indian subcontinent. In addition to this Ghosh gathered information on different sea-

routes during ancient times, the technical information of piloting ships and the 

unconventional language of the 'laskars' on a ship. 

In an interview given in 2002, Ghosh said,  

I don't think there's a big difference between writing fiction and writing 

non-fiction. When you're writing non-fiction there's real world out 

there that has to be taken seriously which means that you have to take 

step outside the confines of what happens in your head and engage 

with the real world. But my fiction is also founded on very extensive 

research. The world interests me. Sometimes the world interests me as 

fiction and sometimes it interests me as non-fiction and I don't see a 

distinction. 

His views like this can be seen in all his works including Sea of Poppies. This novel 

unearths the journey on water. While presenting this it exhibits several aspects of 

human life like, colonial oppression, carrying indentured labours and laws of the sea. 

Like the literatures of America and Australia which expose the business of carrying 

slaves in ships were altered by Ghosh in this novel with the exporting of opium and of 

indentured labourers. 

The Europeans showed partiality on the local people and set up their rule in 

places like India and Indonesia indirectly through their domination. Though they talk 

about equality in the name of religion, in practice they did not follow the ideologies of 
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moral. During various operations, they would like to show their cultural and racial 

supremacy. It is transparently shown in the novel when Zachary could not permit 

Paulette, a white woman, to travel on board along with the labourers.  He strongly 

believes that the ship ibis would set sail with all lascars only. These words connote 

that only the European will be its officer. The attitude of the Captain of the ship 

clearly resembles the methods adopted by the English to rule the Non-Europeans 

indirectly. The captain of the ship formulated the Laws of the sea and those should be 

followed by others. His words emit the hazardous rule of the westerners in an 

obscured way:     

There is no better keeper of the law than submission and obedience. In 

that respect this ship is no different from your own homes and villages. 

While you are on it, you must obey Subedar Bhyro Singh as you would 

your own zamindars, and as he obeys me (Sea 404).  

In Sea of Poppies, sea serves as the framework of the novel and the ship Ibis occupied 

at the centre in this novel. Earlier the ship used carry and transporting slaves and now 

it has been redesigned to transport the indentured labourers. The novel is a trilogy and 

so it contains three sections namely Land, River and Sea. In the first part of the novel, 

various characters and their connection in the form of travel on a ship are introduced 

owner of the Ibis, his friends in Calcutta and the fleeing of Kalua and Deeti. The last 

section, Sea speaks about the different people on the ship as it leaves Calcutta and 

moves on towards its destination. Even before the actual ship is fully described by 

Ghosh in the novel, the first impression and image of it is seen through the eyes of a 

Bhojpuri woman Deeti at the very beginning of the novel. She is a poor and illiterate 
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woman and did not get an opportunity of witnessing a ship earlier. As it is clearly 

depicted in the novel by the novelist,  

She had never seen the sea, never left the district, never spoken any 

language but her native Bhojpuri, yet not for a moment did she doubt 

that the ship existed somewhere and was heading in her direction. The 

knowledge of this terrified her, for she had never set eyes on anything 

that remotely resembled this apparition, and had no idea what it might 

portend. (Sea 8) 

The real image of the ship is depicted by Ghosh through the character Zachary Reid. 

He is an American. Initially he started his career as a carpenter but soon, through his 

intelligence and boldness he rose to the position of the second mate of the ship when 

it was on its way from Baltimore to Calcutta. The Ibis was a kind of vessel and gives 

the appearance of old-fashioned. It was neither lean nor having a weather deck flush 

with the hull like the boats for which Baltimore was famous. As it is delineated in the 

novel,  

She had a short quarter-deck, a risen fo'c'sle, with a fo'c'sle-deck 

between the bows, and a deckhouse amidships, that served as a galley 

and cabin for the bo'suns and stewards. . . . One thing Zachary did 

know about the Ibis was that she had been built to serve as a 

'blackbirder,' for transporting slaves. This, indeed, was the reason why 

-ships, the 

schooner's new owner had acquired her with an eye to fitting her for a 

different trade: the export of opium. In this instance the purchases were 

a firm called Burnham Bros., a shipping company and trading house 

that had extensive interests in India and China. (Sea 11) 
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Mr. Burnham is the owner of the Ibis and he lives in Calcutta.  Zachary, the second 

mate of the ship went to meet the owner when the ship arrived on the port. Mr. 

Burnham revealed that the ship, like earlier, this times it would do just the same kind 

of work she was intended for. When Zachary emphasized Mr. Burnham that English 

laws had banished the trade in slaves, he substantiated the answer with a figurative 

colonial logic: "the Africa trade was the greatest exercise in freedom since God led 

the children of Israel out of Egypt. Consider . . . the situation of a so-called slave in 

the Carolinas is he not more free than his brethren in Africa, groaning under the rule 

of some dark tyrant?" (Sea 79) 

 Burnham, the owner of the ship, clearly revealed that now the ship is going to 

carry coolies but not slaves. Symbolically the ship Ibis has to carry either slaves or 

coolies. The purpose remains the same. Mr. Burnham further says, "Have you not 

heard it said that when God closes one door he opens another? When the doors of 

freedom were closed to the African, the Lord opened them to a tribe that was yet more 

needful of it the Asiatic" (Sea 79). Mr. Burnham was mirthful because an 

opportunity was there to carry people on a good ship which was available in 

Baltimore. He thinks that Ibis was purely designed to carry slaves earlier but now it 

would serve as the same to carry coolies and convicts. 

Sea of Poppies portrays the colonial exploitation in a picturesque way. The 

prevailing conditions and the colonial system forced the small scale farmers and 

agricultural labourers to become coolies as they do not adapt to the new system. They 

o their skill in India. As a consequence of this they were 

expatriated in Mauritius and other places. The farmers were oppressed. They did not 

cultivate the farm as per their wish. During these tough conditions Deeti lost her 

husband. Her husband worked in the opium factory for many years as his land had 
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been forcibly used for cropping opium plantation. Deeti felt in secured as she wanted 

to save herself from the lust of her brother-in-law at home. When her husband died 

she lost hopes on her life and decided to die in her husband's pyre. But her plan did 

not work out as Kalua, a low caste person came in to her rescue. Kalua married her 

secretly and escaped to other place. At last both of them decided to work as coolies in 

some other land. 

The colonial set up changed the life style of natives. The natives have to adapt 

new culture and it is shown in the novel through the character Paullet.  Paullet was 

accustomed to take daily bathes and frequent dips in the Hooghly, she is warned by 

Mrs. Burnham not to take bath there. She was nervous and isolated at the moment. 

Earlier she used to bathe on a Sari, and now to be wholly unclothed has made her 

embarrassed at first. However within a week she inculcated this new habit. After 

taking bath, when she came for drying her body there might be some spillage of water 

and afterwards she has to spend a lot of time in wiping it with a towel on the floor and 

to remove the traces.  She has to clad the dresses which are a pair of knee-length 

drawers. At last a lot of change comes in her attitude. 

indifference her appearance: but in a way this awkwardness had also 

amounted to a character of freedom in that it had rid her of the burden 

of having to care about 

dark hair in pig tails, but of later she had taken to tying it back, in a 

severe little knot, as if it were a corset for her skull [Sea 126]. 

She put her best efforts to accustom to the new practices, she often got bad results. It 

became a distressing situation for her. She has to tolerate the humiliation of Annabel 
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 you see 

Sea 128]. She has endured it patiently. Paulette 

was compelled to learn English by Mr Burnham and Mrs Burnham. They imposed 

several constraints for her not to use Bengali at home. She started speaking a language 

in which she has no confidence and pleasure at all.  Though she is not aware of the 

adjust properly with the new culture and new style of living. As a result of this she 

also wanted to leave this place and decided to travel along with the coolies on the 

ship. 

The Ibis is the new abode of the coolies and lascars. The ship has become a 

place for different cultures and evolves itself in to a multi-cultural bazaar. All the 

people are broke off their up springing. They have a lot of aspiration on the life and 

their future. They are eagerly waiting to start a new life on the Islands by 

transgressing their bitter experiences. To travel on the ship, people started creating 

pseudonyms and new histories of their family. The ship and the sea are formed in to 

their new nation and formed new bonds among the people. They forgot their barriers 

like caste, community and religion. It gave rise and shine to new family bondage as 

they are all i -bhais and Jahaz-

Sea.356). When the ship started 

sailing down the Hooghly and into the sea, they forgot their old family ties and those 

are washed away in the sea. Baboo Nob Kissin sees Ibis 

other; in her inward reality she was a vehicle of transformation, travelling through the 

mists of illusion towards the elusive ever- Sea. 422-

423]. 
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The exporting of opium to China was the contrivance of the British and the 

American businessmen. They noticed that for ages China had been in appetite for 

opium since. During the dinner party offered by Neel Ratan to English men, Mr. 

Doughty proudly says: "the yen for opium would still be limited to their twice-born if 

not for the perseverance of English and American merchants. It's happened almost 

within living memory for which we owe a sincere vote of thanks to the likes of Mr. 

Burnham" (Sea 112). There is trouble for the trade now. Mr. Burnham and other 

business partners were very much perturbed as the officials in Canton put their own 

efforts to stop the influx of opium into China. He said, "It is the unanimous opinion of 

all of us who do business there that the mandarins cannot be allowed to have their 

way. To end the trade would be ruinous for firms like mine, but also ... for all of 

India" (Sea 111). He continued his argument and further says: "If not for opium, the 

drain of silver from Britain and her colonies would be too great to sustain" (Sea 112). 

At this juncture Mr. Doughty says: "Johnny Chinaman thinks he can return to the 

good old days, before he got his taste for opium. But there's no going back." (Sea 

112). 

Neel Ratan had little idea about the approval of opium trade in China. He 

came to know that in Bengal the trade was not approved by the local authorities but 

syndicated by the British authorities. They prepared a seal in the name of the East 

India Company. He was perplexed how these people would continue the trade without 

the official approval of China. Illegal business is a herculean and disastrous task for 

everybody. Neel is educated and has idealistic views. As he is a reader also he noticed 

in British literature that this type of illegal business had been happening for a long 

time. He opines: "Trafficking in opium has been illegal there for some time. But 

they've never made a tumasher about it in the past: their mandarins and chuntocks 
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always got their ten-per-cent dentures and were glad to shut their eyes to it. The only 

reason they're making a fuss now is that they want a bigger share of the profits" (Sea 

113). 

The conversations of the British and Americans in the novel on illegal 

business acknowledge the unprincipled and corrupted colonial policy. They work for 

money as well as spreading Christianity through crooked and illegitimate ways. There 

is also criticism on the functioning of the Parliament in England. It is clearly seen in 

Burnham's proud remarks. Neel Ratan expressed his doubts on his knowledge of the 

parliament and its functions. These words of Neel made Burnham laugh and he says, 

"Parliament? . . . Parliament will not know of the war until it is over. Be assured, sir, 

that if such matters were left to Parliament there would be no Empire" (Sea 117-18). 

The colonial rulers capitalized on not only the farmers but also the aristocrats 

as well as land lords in Indian. The landlords had an unflappable trust in the 

Company's policy and a high concern for the Queen's rule. With their high hopes they 

ignored the reality and lived in a state of delusion. The landlords like Neel Ratan 

Halder as blind as a bat and so he was easily deceived by the British businessmen. So 

he completely got ruined himself. Mr.Burnham cheated Neel Ratan in financial 

matters and he was accused of forgery. They are no way concerned about their 

mistake in terms of judiciary. The British judiciary system was not encouraging 

case. 

 Neel Ratan knew that the judge was a good friend of Mr. Burnham and so he 

expected he would not be punished. But the judge explained that it was a crime of 

utmost gravity and passed upon him the sentence of law of forgery. According to the 
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law forgery is a hanging off

it is presented in the novel this law is opened up for civilization,  

How is society to judge a forger who is also a man of education, 

enjoying all the comforts that affluence can bestow, whose property is 

so extensive as to exalt him greatly above his compatriots, who is 

considered a superior being, almost a deity, among his own kind? ... 

Would it not be the duty of this court to deal with such a man in 

exemplary fashion, not just in strict observance of the law, but also to 

discharge that sacred trust that charges us to instruct the natives of this 

land in the laws and usages that govern the conduct of civilized 

nations? (Sea 235-37) 

As a capital punishment, Neel Ratan was taken across the black water in Ibis. On the 

ship he had to undergo a harsh reality of humiliation which he had not dreamt so far 

of his life. As a prisoner he had to stay in a small room with another prisoner, Ah Fatt, 

who remained unconscious, making the place full of shit and urine and Neel had to 

clean the place as sweepers do. Later they became good friends. Both Neel Ratan and 

Ah Fatt were annoyed by the first mate of the ship. He looked like a sadist and sought 

sadistic pleasure in extorting abuse on them in incogitable ways. They waited for 

opportunity and it came at the ending of the novel. Both Neel and Ah Fatt escaped in 

a boat along with Serang Ali, Jodu and Kalua. It came like a flash when Kalua killed 

Subedar Bhyro Singh and Ah Fatt had killed the first mate. These two murders are the 

proof of the grudge of the oppressed and the tortured against the agents of colonial 

rulers. 

Thus Ghosh has concentrated on the cultural spaces which are provided by the 

British Raj. It is very difficult to bridge these gaps. The only reason is lack of human 
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values. Materialist mind and exploitation are the key issues which gave space between 

races and genders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


