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Preface 

  

 Among the post colonial writers Amitav Ghosh is very prominent. He has a 

discrete identity among his contemporaries.  The writings of Amitav Ghosh play an 

important and unique role in the field of post-colonial literary and cultural production 

that sometimes uncritically celebrates the hybridity of post colonial nations and 

migrations. His novels have reverberated the forms of violence that nationality and 

globalization present in the home, in domestic spaces and in private lives. Amitav 

Ghosh is absolutely the most cosmopolitan and significant among contemporary 

Indian writers. His significance has its roots in his cosmopolitanism, for he is a writer 

who travels and re-maps the world, drawing connections across the boundaries of 

modern nation states. The present thesis is divided into seven chapters. 

The First Chapter is confined to discuss the origin and development of Indian 

English novel, the life, themes and works of Amitav Ghosh. The nomenclature Indian 

writing in English is an amalgamation of English, a foreign language with the Indian 

cultural heritage and linguistic patterns. This body of writing has its roots in the 

British India and today has grown digressively within a span of two centuries. The 

earliest of writings in English by Indians is a pale imitation of the colonial masters. 

Gradually, Indian writing in English develops its own language and techniques of 

narrativity, before having the knowledge of how the Indian writers depict the image of 

India through the themes and different techniques.   

Even Indian English fiction faces some handicaps, firstly it is trying to 

produce literature where already a rich literature exists and secondly this fiction 

profoundly deals with a language which is not a mother tongue both to the authors 

and to the readers. The novelists also confront huddles like heterogeneity in the 
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backgrounds where the novelist has to explain the situations rather than implying 

thereby doubling the task of the novelist. This huddle of linguistic pattern is cleared 

by writing about the urban and cosmopolitan cities where language is not a serious 

problem. But this solution is confined to some authors only, in fact some of the best 

works of this fiction deals with the non cosmopolitan cities in which Malgudi stands 

as an illustration where R K Narayan gives a universal view, in other cases this 

problem of heterogeneity is solved by choosing themes and situations which are more 

or less having the same validity. 

  The Second Chapter explores the theme of Post colonial self- articulations in 

The shadow lines. In this chapter an attempt is made in explaining what a self 

articulation is by relating it to the theory of post colonialism. By applying post 

colonial theory, it is noticed that identity has become a major problem in the newly 

formed states like India, Pakistan & East Pakistan which is now called Bangladesh. 

Since the novel presents riots and religious intolerance which brought death to Tridib, 

- belongingness, 

quest for identity etc. An attempt is made in discussing the significance of the title 

with the sub chapters in the novel- Going Away and Coming Home. Thamma, the 

home because of the shadow lines drawn by the human beings after decolonization. 

The Shadow Lines deals with the concerns of the post colonial period, like the 

search for identity, the need for independence and the difficult relationship with 

colonial culture. The novel interweaves fact, fiction and reminiscence. It is a 

continuous narrative which replicates the pattern of violence in the past colonial 

nations. 
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The Third Chapter explores the theme of Multi- faceted experiences in The 

Glass Palace. The term multifaceted conveys a varying degree of reflections in terms 

of the novel The Glass Palace. It introduces many characters moving across different 

nations during the colonial and post colonial periods. Thus the novel The Glass 

Palace brings into limelight the marginalized or erased histories of how colonialism 

coupled with imperialism, wrecked the lives of people and reshaped them according 

to colonial needs to such an extent that not only their traditional moorings are 

uprooted but also it led to the chaos and confusion of values in the colonial period. 

The author of the novel with his past experience in his childhood brought out 

the wideness of the British Raj and their exploitation of the resources in the newly 

established colonies. In this regard Amitav Ghosh presents a vast history of the 

colonies and how they were subjugated. In reconstructing the history of Burma's 

transition from a kingdom to a republic, between 1885 to 1995 the period covered 

by The Glass Palace, Ghosh has used material derived from a variety of sources

recollections and remembered accounts of his father, uncle and several other living 

persons who he met and the other resources are the diaries, notes, official records and 

history books etc. 

The book is a sincere and sustained effort to present a historical document 

through a series of characters, time and space, i.e., three interconnected parts of the 

British Empire: Burma, with its widening rifts and undercurrents of discontent, 

Malaya, with its sprawling rubber plantation, and India amid growing opposition to 

British rule. Through the intertwining stories of Rajkumar, an Indian and Dolly, the 

attendant girl of the Burmese queen Supalayat, the history of the twentieth century is 

unfolded across the three generations with an unerring narrative skill. History is 

woven into fiction and an epical saga of the colonial regime in Burma and India is 
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created.  Ghosh seeks an understanding of the past to have a bearing upon the present. 

The past is remembered not as a dead, remote period, but as flowing on, into the 

present, postcolonial situations of multi-ethnic, pluralist societies, of boundaries and 

mutations of nations imposed by the colonial rulers and complex cultural diversities 

of a persistent political struggle for democratic and egalitarian system. 

The Fourth Chapter entitled Restoration of Human Spirit in The Hungry Tide 

explores how Ghosh has stressed the universality of human spirit. Here an attempt is 

made in describing the necessity of equality among the species on the earth. As a 

person of having strong desire for the freedom of the innocent people, Ghosh 

struggles a lot through his field of writing. He feels that freedom is an important 

aspect which must be given to all human beings to lead their life joyfully. But when 

people are not given enough freedom, Ghosh shows his anger at the authority. Ghosh 

has insisted this point of view highly in his The Hungry Tide. 

In The Hungry Tide, Ghosh exposes very vigorously about pathetic condition 

of the innocent people who live in the terrible islands. The people in such islands lead 

their life without any basic facilities like appropriate shelter, food and clothes. Though 

the government knows such things very well, it does not consider their 

inconveniences. On the other hand, it gives frequent torture to thousands of people by 

compelling them to quit the land; because the government tells that the land is highly 

allotted for the rare species like tigers, dolphins and crocodiles. The chapter explores 

the plight of displaced people, specially a group of refugees from Bangladesh who 

found themselves in confrontation with the Indian State in 1979. The other conceptual 

question is how humans share a complex and dangerous ecosystem with animals, like 

tigers and dolphins. 



5 

 

 

This chapter presents how Ghosh has criticized the government for only taking 

steps to protect the wild life but not human beings on the island, who are generally 

killed by the Tigers everyday. Though Neelima tries her best the restore the human 

spirit and wishes for the development of the people on the island, they became futile 

at the end of the novel. 

The fifth chapter is on Identity Crisis in In An Antique Land. Identity crisis is 

one of the major themes of post-colonial literature. In this chapter an attempt is made 

in presenting what identity is and how crisis arises.   The crisis arises if an individual 

is exposed to new culture in a new place.  His characters cross the boundary lines 

quite easily, travel across continents comfortably while the author jubilantly 

celebrates the connections in civilizations, similarities in beliefs and customs. 

In An Antique Land deals with the major themes of historical and cultural 

displacement, alienation, displacement and dislocation. Travelling is the predominant 

theme in this novel. The novel presents the life in the Pre Colonial, Colonial and Post 

Colonial periods.   

The Sixth Chapter presents the theme of Cultural Colonial Space in Sea of 

poppies. The Sea of Poppies by Amitav Ghosh is a re-telling of the present through 

the eyes of the past. Ghosh emphasizes the enormous importance of history by 

situating every work in a distinct time and place, dealing with issues confronted by 

man in India, situated in the global context. He believes history to be central to the art 

of fiction and interprets it both at p

This chapter presents how Indian culture was in transition with advent of British Raj 

in India. 
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 The Sea of Poppies is set in North 

India and the Bay of Bengal in 1838 on the eve of the British attack on the Chinese 

ports popularly known as the First Opium War- the most important historical event of 

the nin

backdrop for the entire setting.   

Conclusion is the  the Identity 

perspective in the selected novels. Thematically and technically Ghosh has 

deconstructed the traditional western forms. His constant border-crossing from fact to 

fiction, the disruption of the realities of the narrative technique in fiction has been 

done away with as something ineffectual or superfluous. This experimentation has 

identity analysis. 

Conclusion is the summary of how Ghosh has projected the characteristic 

features of Identity perspectives in the selected novels. It also explores the 

contribution of Amitav Ghosh to post-colonial literature especially with his art of 

characterization and language. He guides the readers that traveling leads to realization 

and also misfortunes. He explorers the characteristic features of quest for identity like 

dislocation, insecurity, language problems, adaptability, suffering and realization of 

truth and the like. In each of his novels he makes an attempt to reveal the value of 

unity and brotherhood that should be maintain by all the people in the world. Travel 

and its related conditions  migrancy and exile, are recurrent concerns in the works of 

Ghosh.  He sets out to quench his quest for more interesting facts. 

Through his scholarship and master craft Ghosh has become one of the 

pioneers of Modern Indian English Fiction. Migration and displacement have been at 
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the center in his fictional writings. Departure and arrivals have a permanent symbolic 

relevance in his narrative structure. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


